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Dear Governot Kaine:
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I have become aware of a proposal to consolidate the Virgiﬁia National Guard Headquarters

clement from Fort Pickett to Sandston, Virginia. Asa member of the Ho
Comumittee, I wanted to share with you repott language concerning the
Headquarters consolidation that was included by the Committee in the
Authorization Act (H.R. 2647) The bill passed the House on June 25, 2009.

«“The committec understands that the Adjutant General of the Virgini

recommended that the Virginia National Guard headquarters relocate
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from Fort Pickett to Sandston,

Virginia, to be closer to Richmond. The cited purpose of the move is to improve the
Commonwealth’s emergency response capabilities ina natural disaster or terrorist attack by
collocating the state National Guard headquarters with other state emergency response agencies in
the state capital. The committee believes that the current Virginia National Guard headquarters

facility meets the needs of the Commonwealth, and questions whether
federal military construction funding. The committee believes that the

this move is the best use of
Army National Guard

military construction budget would be better applied to higher priority projects.”

In addition, some members, myself included, belicve that funding equipment shortfalls and
upgrading training facilities, which are both documented shortcomings, should be our highest
priority. In April 2009, Secretary Gaies said the Department of Defense was committed to

spending $39 billion dollars over the next five years to improve the Guard’

s equipment levels. At

that level of spending, Secretary Gates stated that the Army Guard’s equipment level “should be
about 70% by about FY 2011.” Until the Army Guard’s equipment levels are much improved

beyond that level, it is my expectation that the House Armed Services

priority consideration to this military construction project. Given the

Committee will not give
current fiscal environment, it

is uncertain at best if those levels will be reached, and that the Virginia National Guard should plan

accordingly.
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I remain a strong supporter of the men and women who serve in the Virginia National Guard, and
look forward to working with you to provide the resources they need.

Sincerely,

J.RANDYF ES
Member of Congress



